Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 SAIGON 09313 151100Z 
12 

ACTION EA- 14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-07 H-03 INR-11 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-07 PA-04 RSC-01 PRS-01 SP-03 SS-20 

USIA-15 DRC-01 /091W 

119096 

PR 151031Z JUL 74 

FM AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 6779 

INFO AMCONSUL BIEN HOA 

AMCONSUL DANANG 

AMCONSUL CAN THO 

AMCONSUL NHA TRANG 

CINCPAC 

USDEL JEC PARIS 

CONFIDENTIAL SAIGON 9313 

CINCPAC FOR POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PGOV, VS 

SUBJECT: JULY 14 PROVINCIAL/MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ELECTIONS 

1. ELECTIONS FOR PROVINCIAL/MUNICIPAL COUNCIL SEATS WERE 

HELD SUCCESSFULLY JULY 14 DESPITE EXTENSIVE COMMUNIST ATTEMPTS 
TO DISRUPT THEM. THE INCIDENT RATE WAS THE HIGHEST SINCE 
DECEMBER 1973 (276 REPORTED SO FAR) WITH 109 DEATHS REPORTED, 

348 WOUNDED, AND AN INDETERMINATE NUMBER MISSING. DESPITE THIS 
COMMUNIST HIGH POINT, 79.8 PERCENT OF THE ELIGIBLE VOTERS TURNED 
OUT (5,732.000) TO ELECT 478 COUNCILMEN. THIS WAS UP FROM A 
FIGURE OF 72.5PERCENT IN 1970. IN SAIGON, AS EXPECTED, THE TURNOUT 
WAS LOWER (52.3PERCENT). THESE ARE PRELIMINARY FIGURES 
BUT NO SIGNIFICENT ALTERATIONS ARE EXPECTED. 

2. SOME OF THE INCREASE IN MILITARY ACTIVITY CAN PROBABLY 

BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE MID-MONTH HIGH POINT WHICH HAS BECOME 
THE NORM IN CERTAIN AREAS. HOWEVER, ALL REGIONS REPORT ASSAULTS 
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OBVIOUSLY DIRECTED AGAINST POLLING PLACES, ETC. AS FAR AS WE 
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KNOW, NONE OF THESE TERRORIST EFFORTS SUCCESSFULLY INTERRUPTED 
POLLING. 

3. DETAILS WILL BE REPORTED AS OBTAINED. 

LEHMANN 
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